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Grover Cleveland, 

President of the United States. 

Sir: 

On August 8th last,Henry J.Cooper,of 4319 Pennsgrove Street, this oity, 
after 16 years faithful service under several administrations,as elevator 
, man at the U.S.Mint in Philadelphia,was discharged on three days’ notice, 
without any reason assigned,hy Eugene Townsend,a superintendent of your 
appointment. 

Cooper was a soldier of S.Company 71st Pa.Vols. who hy enlistment 
and reenlistment served with its colors from April 1861 to July 1865,when 
he was honorably discharged for disability caused by a hip amputation of 
his right leg,in consequence of wounds received at the battle of Spotsyl¬ 
vania C.H. His record as a soldier is within my personal knowledge as his 
commanding officer. It is without a blemish,and has required no legislative 
or other modification. The nature and unusual extent of his amputation 
renders the use of an artificial leg impracticable. 

His habits since the war have been domestic and exemplary. He has 
been inoffensive and quiet in politics,and his personal character is cred¬ 
ibly certified to me as worthy and unexceptionable. He is peculiarly quiet 
and attractive in manner,and is devoted to the family of whom he is the 
only support. ' 

These circumstances were communicated by me to Mr.Townsend in a 
letter to him dated August 10th,respectfully requesting to know the reasons 
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for Cooper’s dismissal,a copy of which letter was forwarded bn the same day 
enclosed in a letter addressed by me to the Hon .Secretary of the Treasury 
for his information and humane intervention,if deemed fit. The civility 
of a reply has not been accorded by the Treasury Department,but the Super¬ 
intendent of the Mint,in his answer,alleges as the only cause of Cooper’s 
discharge that it was done "on account of orders received froic the Dep’t 
to reduce my force x x x in order to comply with said order.! have trans- 
ferred a man to fill his place and save an extra salary.” 

This explanation,far from inspiring confidence,apnears to be false 
on its face,since it fails to make clear how the expense of an elevator can 
be reduced by substituting one attendant for another,and why,if such shifts 
ing was necessary,the reduction should fall only on a competent operator 
of 16 years standing who has been crippled for life in his oountry*s service. 

Mr .President,I have been a consistent democrat for more than forty 
years. I have invariably supported you with all my humble ability whenever 
you have appealed for public support. So retired soldier of the United 
States has more warmly sustained your vetoes of private pension Bills and 
your efforts to reduce the stupendous pension frauds now sapping the 
country’s resources. 

But this proscription without valid reason of a man who has sacri¬ 
ficed for his country all that makes life worth having,oannot be .iustified 
by the perpetrator,nor - if sustained -by the appointing power that is 
responsible for him. The facts now submitted can be established tn your 
satisfaction both from the public records and by the testimony of the 
Association of Survivors of the Philadelphia Brigade,including men of all 
parties,but who entertain but one opinion of this cruel and scandalous act. 
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You alone can nov/ rectify it,and I vfho never before asked any favor 
from your administration or any other,now ask you to do so. I ask this 
not simply for the sake of Cooper,or even.for my own gratification,as an 
obscure individual,but in the name of the millions who like me loved you 
"for the enemies you had made” and counted,and still count,on you to intro¬ 
duce some measure of fairness,responsibility and .iustice into the Civil 
Service of the United States. 


I have the honor to be,Sir, 

Very respectfully yours. 
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I.J. Wistar, 

Philadelphia, 

September 10, 1894 

Grover Cleveland, 

President of the United States. 

Sir: 


On August 8th last, Henry J. Cooper, of 4319 Pennsgrove Street, this city, after 16 years 
faithful service under several administrations, as elevator man at the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia, 
was discharged on three days’ notice, without any reason assigned, by Eugene Townsend, a 
superintendent of your appointment. 

Cooper was a soldier of E. Company 71st Pa. Vols. who by enlistment and reenlistment 
served with its colors from April 1861 to July 1865, when he was honorably discharged for 
disability caused by a hip amputation of his right leg, in consequence of wounds received at the 
battle of Spotsylvania C.H. His record as a soldier is within my personal knowledge as his 
commanding officer. It is without a blemish, and has required no legislative or other 
modification. The nature and unusual extent of his amputation renders the use of an artificial leg 
impracticable. 

His habits since the war have been domestic and exemplary. He has been inoffensive and 
quiet in politics, and his personal character is credibly certified to me as worth and 
unexceptionable. He is peculiarly quiet and attractive in manner, and is devoted to the family of 
whom he is the only support. 

These circumstances were communicated by me to Mr. Townsend in a letter to him dated 
August 10th, respectfully requesting to know the reasons for Cooper’s dismissal, a copy of which 
letter was forwarded on the same day enclosed in a letter addressed by me to the Hon. Secretary 
of the Treasury for his information and humane intervention, if deemed fit. The civility of a reply 
has not been accorded by the Treasury Department, but the Superintendent of the Mint, in his 
answer, alleges as the only cause of Cooper’s discharge that it was done “on account of orders 
received from the Dep’t to reduce my force xxx In order to comply with said order I have 
transferred a man to fill his place and save an extra salary.” 

This explanation, far from inspiring confidence, appears to be false on its face, since it 
fails to make clear how the expense of an elevator can be reduced by substituting one attendant 
for another, and why, if such shifting was necessary, the reduction should fall only on a 
competent operator of 16 years standing who has been crippled for life in his country’s service. 

Mr. President, I have been a consistent democrat for more than forty years. I have 
invariably supported you with all my humble ability whenever you have appealed for public 
support. No retired soldier of the United States has more warmly sustained your vetoes of private 
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pension Bills and your efforts to reduce the stupendous pension frauds now sapping the country’s 
resources. 

But this proscription without valid reason of a man who has sacrificed for his country all 
that makes life worth having, cannot be justified by the perpetrator, nor - if sustained - by the 
appointing power that is responsible for him. The facts now submitted can be established to your 
satisfaction both from the public records and by the testimony of the Association of Survivors of 
the Philadelphia Brigade, including men of all parties, but who entertain but one opinion of this 
cruel and scandalous act. 

You alone can now rectify it, and I who never before asked any favor from your 
administration or any other, now ask you to do so. I ask this not simply for the sake of Cooper, or 
even for my own gratification, as an obscure individual, but in the name of the millions who like 
me loved you “for the enemies you had made” and counted, and still count, on you to introduce 
some measure of fairness, responsibility and justice into the Civil Service of the United States. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Very respectfully yours, 

Isaac J. Wistar 

Late Brigadier General, Volunteers, 

U.S. Army 

(Duplicate to Washington D.C.) 

[Noted on back of letter, one:] 

Treasury Department, 

Appointment Division. 

November 5, 1894 

Respectfully referred, by direction of the Secretary, to the Director of the Mint. 

George M. Rose 

Actg. Chief of Appointment Division. 

[Noted on back of letter, two:] 

Treasury Department 
Mint Bureau 
November 7, 1894 

Respectfully referred to Supt. Mint U.S. Phila. 

R.E. Preston 
Director of the Mint 



